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Personal Practical Knowledge: A Shift from What Teachers
Should Know to What Teachers Already Know

H. Bozorg, M.Mehr Mohammadi

(Ph.D), E. Talaei(Ph.D), N.
Musapour(Ph.D)

Abstract:  The purpose of this study was
investigating the  Personal  Practical
Knowledge (PPK) of teachers which was
fulfilled though through qualitative method.
Understanding PPK helps us to understand
why teachers act in a specific way. In this
regards, reflecting on their personal and
professional narratives also help to improve
their practice. The samples for this study
included 13 teachers teaching in a non-profit
primary school in Tehran. The results of the
study indicated teachers’ rich knowledge of
factors affecting success of the teaching
profession. However, the data obtained from
the observations revealed the difference
between what the teacher describes as a
successful teacher and effective teaching,
and what happens in their practice. The
dynamic and contextual nature of the
teacher's knowledge and the different
meanings and interpretations of similar
experiences and events and absence of
reflection are the factors that could lead to
such differences.

Keywords: personal practical knowledge,
teachers’ knowledge, teachers’ learning
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