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Women Doctoral Students' Lived Experience of Gender in
the Field of Education

S.Khalife Soltani, K. Fathi Vajargah(Ph.D),

N. Fazeli(Ph.D), M. Arefi (Ph.D), G.
Mehran(Ph.D)

Abstract: Gender informs different
understanding and interpretations of educational
experience and  hence these  different
interpretations of interactions and potential
capacities offer a new perspective on higher
education and can even cause changes in higher
education. Applying narrative inquiry and post-
structural approach to gender, this paper attempts
to describe lived experience of women doctoral
students in Education as well as their
understanding of gender in the pathways of higher
education to doctoral level. The narratives of
participants in this research, who are six women
doctoral students studying Education in one of the
State Universities in Tehran, was collected
through two interviews. The first interview was in
form of a narrative inquiring about their
educational journey in higher education and the
second one was a semi-structured interview based
on the questions arisen from the first interview,
which was done via messaging apps. The
thematic analysis of data resulted in four groups
of binary oppositions which indicate the paradox
through which these women living on the borders
of grand-narratives in our society and higher
education and their own personal narratives give
meaning to their educational experiences in the
intersection of gender and other subject positions
they take.

Keywords: gender, higher education, lived
experience, women doctoral students
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